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Where the Education Technology is Heading to:

From the Alienated Prediction to an Alternative Future
LI Mang, DUAN Dongxin, ZHANG Huayang

Abstract: It is human nature to predict the future. Educational technology workers scientifically predict the
future is of vital significance to the development of educational technology. However, the future predictions in
current educational technology field are mainly published by developers and promoters, while the users not only
lack the right to speak, but also bear the risk of prediction failure. Current future predictions have shortcomings
such as the lack of educational and teaching experience, action verification, interpretation of future scenarios from a
single technical perspective, and ignorance of the main subjects of education and teaching. The credulity or
superstition of technology makes some predictions appear to be contrary to the laws of education and teaching, and
suppressing human with the logic of things. The future predictions which lack of scientific basis and methods based
on value orientations such as instrumentalism, utopianism, optimism, formalism, efficiency and interestism, are
leading to vulgarization, entertainment, randomization, and shallowness of future predictions. These greatly limit the
possibility of developing future education and boosting the all-round development of people. In this study, the future
of educational technology is believed to be the “alternative future” that realizes the liberation of teachers.
“Alternative” means breaking the instrumental knowledge that is swayed by technology. And the perspective of
development and connection must be adhered to when predicting the alternative educational technology future. With
the changes in technology, practice, and human concepts, this study suggests predictors start from people and
reality, and use scientific research methods to gain insight into the future.

Keywords: Educational Technology; Future Prediction; Prediction Subjects; Value Orientation; Development

Direction
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