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On the Origin, Characters, and Paths of New Liberal Arts

HUANG Qi-bing' TIAN Xiao-ming’
(1. School of Education, Soochow University, Suzhou Jiangsu 215123, China;
2. Department of Psychology, Soochow University of Science and Technology, Suzhou Jiangsu 215009, China)

Abstract: With the promotion of new technology, the generation of new demands, and the drive of new
conditions, New Liberal Arts emerged in China. It is characterized by interdisciplinarity, application—oriented
knowledge production, and focus on addressing local needs. Given its origin in the new conditions of China and
the task to address local needs, New Liberal Arts in China differs from parallel trends in other countries in two
aspects. First, it is a government—conducted project through a “top—down” approach. Second, it carries with it
the honored legacies of traditional Chinese culture. Four new approaches to the construction of Chinese New
Liberal Arts can be identified. In personal training, attention should be paid to innovation, adaptation, and
cultivating excellence, with curriculum and teaching being adapted to the changing times. In academic research,
efforts should be made to promote the technology — assisted and interdisciplinary practice, as well as the
application of research findings. In social services, a premium should be placed on the needs of the state and
society. In management, attempts should be encouraged to cross the boundaries of disciplines and to build an
interdisciplinary platform, while supporting the development of representative and established disciplines.

Key words: New Liberal Arts; origin; characteristics; liberal arts construction
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